
Waterbeach Parish Council 
Dogs on Waterbeach Recreation Ground 
For a very long time the Parish Council has received representations from parishioners about the 

issue of dogs on the Recreation Ground. The matter tends to divide opinion with some wanting to 

see a complete ban while others point out that it is a wide open space where well-behaved dogs 

should be allowed to run freely. 

Pretty well all the complaints boil down to two issues 

1. Dogs who leave messes which are not picked up by owners 

2. Dogs who appear to behave aggressively and frighten users and in some cases other dogs 

In order to try to understand the issues the Parish Council created a short questionnaire to ascertain 

the views of members of the public on this issue. The questionnaire has been made available online 

as well as on paper in the Newsletter and a number of responses have been received and analysed. 

Replies are still coming in and a more complete report will be prepared soon; this report is based 

upon over 100 replies. 

We would like to emphasise that the production of the questionnaire does not imply that the Parish 

Council intends to take any specific action. However, public pressure means that we have to react 

and that the situation needs proper debate. 

Preliminary results from the questionnaire 
All respondents were asked to say whether or not they were dog owners so that the results could be 

broken down to see if there was any difference. Roughly 50% of those responding were dog owners 

and of those about 75% answered ‘Yes’ to the question ‘Do you exercise them on Waterbeach 

Recreation Ground?’. 

Respondents were asked their reaction to the possibility of changing the rules and given three 

options. The responses were as follows 

 All respondents Dog Owners 

Ban dogs completely 28% 13% 

Dogs on leads at all times 25% 20% 

No change (dogs under control) 42% 61% 

No response 6% 6% 

Although there is clearly a difference it is notable that in both cases ‘No change’ received the larger 

number of votes. 

We asked those responding to the questionnaire to provide details of any problems they had met 

relating to dogs. The responses reflect precisely the issues mentioned above with some specific 

owners being mentioned (but not named) in a number of responses. Besides the large number of 

responses complaining about dog mess there are a number of complaints both from dog owners and 

non-owners about animals not under proper control. Some typical responses: 

 My children and I have been bothered by dogs running around off their leads.  Also we 
always have to be very careful of where we walk/cycle, because some owners do not clear 
up after their dogs. 



 Dogs not on leads  running away from their owner and up to a child with me who is terrified 
of dogs 

 My son was chased by *** off the lead. The owner was very aggressive when asked if he 
could call them off so reported to police. I have personally been chased by many dogs who 
were off the lead while I have been running on rec but didn't bother me as they weren't 
aggressive. Regularly see dog poo but also see many owners picking it up. 

 Had dogs jump up me and frighten my grandchild 
 
Finally, we asked for any other comments. They varied considerably and all these comments are 

reproduced below (unedited). They illustrate the huge variety of opinion. Once all comments have 

been received, we shall carry out a more complete analysis of the situation to see if the problems 

created by a minority of dog owners can be resolved. 

It is not pleasant to have dog faeces on the playing field area of the rec.  It is unfortunate that 
responsible owner will have to suffer because of a few but I think it will benefit so many more by 
banning dogs. 

I strongly think dogs should be banned. Plenty of other places to exercise them. I am not anti 
dogs...I look after dogs for friends regularly and walk them but not on the rec. the mix of people 
and children doing sports and dogs running loose and defecating is not a good mix. There will 
always be irresponsible dog owners. The majority are not but the minority ruin the facilities for 
others. 

It appears that any rule in relation to clearing up mess or keeping dogs on leads cannot/are 
unwilling to be enforced. 

The recreation ground is NOT the place for dogs and what they leave behind, it is for use of the 
whole community and to have a picnic or play football etc. which you cannot do at the moment as 
you are always looking out for dog mess 

Dog owners MUST clear up after their dogs. Far too much dog mess on the rec.  

I don't see why dogs need to be on the rec with so much open countryside around to exercise 
them. Most are not with family groups, just being "exercised" and leaving mess.  

The current rules are unclear.  I thought there was a sign saying that dogs should be on leads.  The 
problem is that dogs are not under control and some owners don't pick up the mess. Also they 
should be completely banned from the sports pitches and the children's play area (e.g. walk 
around the edge of the rec only) 

Dogs must be on leads isn't a new one. There are already signs that state this but clearly no notice 
is taken. 
Any rule change will only work if people follow it and if it is monitored to check rules are being 
followed and if not then action taken. 
If dogs were banned from using the recreational ground, could an area be provided (fenced) for 
dogs so they have an area where they can run about without disturbing other users of the rec?) 

on numerous occasions I found dog poo in the playground, well my daughter found it ... 

People can't stick to rules or law, therefore a total ban should be in place so that everyone can 
enjoy the area! 

There are enough open areas around the village to walk dogs, please keep the recreation ground 
clean for the use of children and families. 

We have a general issue of doug fouling around the entire village,  not just the rec. 

I don't want my children to be at risk  

Owners leaving dog dirt on the rec is not acceptable.  

Owners should clear up after their dog.  

There is a sign up which says all dogs must be on leads. The current rule stated a above is 
incorrect. Dogs under control is impossible to define. Rules need to be clear. Outright ban the 
most straightforward and adopted on other local recs. 



I have lived here 17 years but have recently started using the grounds for exercise. I was so 
pleased to have found somewhere so well kept (thankyou Robert). I live alone(and I am only 44) 
and it is so lovely to have somewhere to go and speak to people especially dog owners. I have to 
say it is the cleanest dog walking area and I have never seen any issues with dogs. If you stop dog 
walking you are a sad bunch it means so much to people of the village. Find something 
worthwhile to moan about!! 

It's nice to see the parish council taking some action  

I appreciate there are many responsible dog owners. And it is a shame that they will pay the price. 
I truly feel sorry for them. But anything short of an outright ban is prone to be abused by the 
minority of irresponsible dog owners. 

most recreational grounds the dogs are banned for obvious health and safty issues ,if a child or 
adult was to get attacked or come into contact with dog poo which can blind a child and cause 
serious health issues , please to dont wait till anything happens it will to late then . 

Other parish councils have baned dogs on their recreation parks and although this was not 
welcommed by dog owners they soon found somewhere else to walk their dogs 

And be responsible for cleaning up their dogs excrement 

This is the only way to get rid of dog poo 

Dogs on leads all the time might address the first problem, but until everyone can be relied upon 
to clear up after their animals, all should be banned from what is a recreational area. 

If owners complain, give them a dog exercise area the size of the children's play area.  The 
children should have more space than dogs. 

Plenty of other places dogs could be walked within village. There's a field behind rec that could be 
used. 

I use the recreation ground regularly, because my son lives in Waterbeach. I've never experienced 
any problem with dogs there. I have only once come across dog excrement that hadn't been 
picked up and put in a bin. 

Unfortunatly people will not obey the rules so they need to be banned totally. 

Dogs should not be walked over the football pitches or cricket square but walked round the 
perimeter kept on leads 

Can we decide all matters via on line survey, funding etc money spent on various items on the rec 
including why do we need 2 skateparks. I like the idea of consensus decision making please can we 
have more. 

Please ensure and enforce (i know this can be difficult) that dogs must be kept on a lead and 
ideally kept to the perimeter of the recreation ground. 

I have on occasions had to clean up after other people's dogs when using the recreation ground 
which is not a job I relish, however many of the walkways around the area are overgrown and 
unkempt at times which makes it difficult to exercise dogs in other areas. examples of overgrowth  
I noted over the holidays were on car dyke the river and the lock areas. I think banning dogs 
completely is penalising the majority of of considerate dog owners however I do feel rules need to 
be enforced regarding loose dogs  

There is Plenty of space around waterbeach for dog walkers. Esp the dyke and bannold road lock 

Dogs are banned at other local recreation grounds and have been so for many years.  The 
irresponsible dog owners are letting the rest of us down.  The only option now is to ban them. 

All dog owners should act responsibly. Maybe having the grounds men issue fines to people who 
don't clear up after there dog is the way forward.  

The majority of dog owners in the village are responsible and friendly.  Please do not penalise 
everyone because of a small minority.   

Full comments sent in hardcopy to Council Office and e-mail posted to Michael Williamson and 
Peter Johnson 



Very frustrating that a few owners' failure to pick up their dog mess and to control their dogs 
properly means that the enjoyment of the rest of us is put at risk! The vast majority of us are 
committed to ensuring our dogs behave themselves at all times. 

The current law according to the signs on the rec is that dogs need to be kept on leads whilst in 
the rec, not just under control. 

I love seeing dogs running after balls and being exercised, it is just a few bad owners who don't 
understand that when dogs chase and bark it is very intimidating. We should keep the rules as 
they are but have better ways of reporting bad behaviour and educating the bad owners. 

- Impose fines for people caught not clearing up after their dogs 

A dog needs to run no good excersing it a lead  

Better signs to say clear up after your dog 

IT is a very good facility for older, possibly lonely people who would no feel able to walk out by 
themselves, due to confidence or mobility problems to have somewhere low key to meet and talk 
to other people with similar interests. It is also crucial for the village dogs to meet and greet to be 
socialised with other dogs. This is a facility for al in  the village, and it would be good if the dog 
fouling laws could be enforced. and a few fines dished out to the miscreant rather than casting 
suspicion and dislike amongst a friendly community of people who enjoy the company of their 
dogs and other people of a similar mind. rather than 

If dogs HAD to be on leads we would all be much safer. The owners would also SEE where their 
dogs had messed, and could actually clear it up! 

i do not wish dogs to be banned as old people cannot use some other spaces however i believe 
that all owners should clear up their dog mess.   

NB:  Whether or not dogs are on a lead, they can (and do, obviously) still defacate.  It seems to be 
the owners who need most controlling - not their dog(s) (see above).  

As a responsible dog owner I always clean up after my dog. However I agree it is unacceptable 
that some owners don't. Keeping dogs on leads would make it easier to police as people could 
turn less of a blind eye. So this could be a compromise to avoid banning dogs altogether which 
would be a shame for families who have both dogs and children.  

I walk my two dogs  in the rec every day twice daily, off the lead under control, as do lots of other 
people.  It is a safe place to walk especially as the darker evenings are coming some lights are 
available and the dogs can have a run off the lead.  Generally I think most dog walkers pick up 
after there dogs but you are always going to get one or two who don't!! But this is no worse than 
barbecue rubbish, broken glass, takeaway cartons, cans and bottles left behind by youngsters 
which will become worse if this fancy skate park is coming.  As a tax payer surely the rec is open to 
everyone to use not just those without dogs, it's often dog walkers who pick up the rubbish and 
see what these youngsters get up to, maybe they should be kept on a lead if they don't behave in 
a proper manner!! For many in this village going out and meeting people with dogs  is a very social 
daily task and chatting in the rec and our dogs happily walking surely is good for our community 
spirit. 

Signage for picking up dog poo.  

Rather than any of the above options, I suggest dogs should be kept under close control and only 
allowed to walk around the perimeter of the grounds. No dogs should be allowed on the football 
or cricket pitches. It should be emphasised that persons failing to clear up their dogs fouling will  
face a fine or prosecution.  

Dogs under control is fair but definition of control is difficult. On leads would be ok as people 
could use long leads. I don't walk my dog on the rec as there are much nicer places to walk off 
lead such as the river and the woods. I have had many incidents with off out of control lead dogs 
approaching me as I am a dog walker, I tend to avoid areas where a lot of people walk their dogs 
as they often are not under control.  



I don't  believe there is any need to change the existing arrangements. Dog walkers use the rec all 
year round, with a large number using it more than once a day every day, and provide useful over 
site of the rec at all hours. 

This is a community space for all our community and should be used by all who wish to use it for 
what ever they are doing, as a member of the community is it not something we all fund? It is 
used more by dog walkers than anyone else and we are fed up with being targets for complaints! 
Does anyone complain about rubbish, bins set on fire in rec, vandalism oh no I didn't think so!!  
And now by having a new skate park which is costing a fortune more youngsters will be left 
unsupervised in the rec to run riot - do we complain - no we put with it and so should others 
about dog walkers!!  IT IS A COMMUNITY FREE SPACE!! 

No change required  

Many other villages do not allow dogs onto the open sports facility areas. 

I saw a dog owner with her dog on a lead being pestered by a dog that was totally out of control. 

Most rec grounds do not allow dogs, they even come from Cottenham to walk there dogs here 

There are lots of other places to walk dogs in Waterbeach. 

You can not ban all dogs from the recreation ground just because others do not have their dogs 
under control 99% of dog ownere in the village are responsible the ones that aren't mainly come 
from surrounding area's iv seen it myself 

It not about all dog owners but bad dog owners. Happy to name and shame and have confronted 
them on many occasions. Are we going to ban all kids or sports teams because some litter or 
damage rec. we are a community and common sense must be taken not over reaction  

The whole issue is completely over exaggerated, 99% of village dog walkers pick up all poo, 
compare it to an inner city area.. 

you do not state your objectives. If it is to stop people leaving dog mess in the rec, it cant work 
because those responsible for the mess go to the rec at night or early morning. 
You will penalise the responsible majority for the sake of a very few people. Elderly and young 
people need a safe place, open to view and sociable in order to walk with their dogs. Many people 
do not have transport to go elsewhere. 
Dog walkers are often the eyes and ears of the village.  
If you could just be persuaded to fine one person for not cleaning up I think it would do the trick. 
Be brave! 

Grandaughter who is 4 says that if people want to go to the rec they should leave there dogs at 
home, she is fed up with dogs off of leads approaching her, jumping up her and me telling her to 
mind the dog mess. 

Dogs are soon banned or have to be on lead on every bit of greenery there is. There are so many 
places people can go where these rules are already in place. Can there please be some 
perspective and understanding. If there absolutely has to be a change in the current rules, could 
there be  some hours allocated in the morning and afternoon/evening where dogs ARE allowed to 
run free and play. There seems to be an unreasonable amount of people with Cynophobia and 
they are not right in passing their way of living onto everybody else. This survey deeply saddens 
me and I am quite certain of the outcome already. If nothing else, there's another rule for the 
jobsworths which must make their day. 

Within the village we have all sorts of issues that need addressing. Whilst i think that dogs should 
be on the lead whilst on the rec (and perhaps restricted to the perimeter) i do not agree that they 
should be banned. We need to educate and perhaps to a degree shame those who do not clean 
up after their dog/s.  
There are many things we have to tolerate in life and we have to accept that we can never all 
agree however the rec should be a safe and accessible to all as part of our village. 
If the result of this survey is to ban dogs i expect to see similar surveys and bans for footballers 
using offensive language,the keep fit people who leave their bottles/rubbish behind,children who 
drop litter,the teenagers who intimidate/gather in groups/use bad language/mess about on the 



fitness equipment,the drunks who shout obscenities,drop cans and popper bottles (google 
poppers if you dont know what these are!). Otherwise i will feel that i am discriminated against 
and im sure many others within the village will feel the same. 
Whilst i appreciate there are other places to walk dogs the rec is often a means to get safely to car 
dyke or meet friends or cut threw from one side of the village to another. Many places i have seen 
suggested to walk dogs are unlit and  have unlevel ground,although im sure there will be provision 
for a claim against the council should a dog walker be injured/hurt due to the ban? I also hope 
those with children will be happy for them to walk their dogs there if necessary (Children are 
often the worst for not wanting to pick dog poo up !) 
The village should be a place for us all to enjoy.I look forward to the decision which i hope will be 
reasonable and sensible solution for all. 

I always have my dog on a  lead and clean up after her, yes it would be nice to let her off to let her 
have a run around  freely so why can't we a have  a enclosed dog park to do this, then hopefully it 
would stop all this snipping  about dog's using the rec to exercise there pet's 

Due to health problems it is not always easy for me to take my dog to the river or other places 
suggested.  I only use the rec during daylight and would never leave his mess or allow him to 
annoy other people. 

I have been walking a dog for eighteen years most of the dog walkers are considerate very few are 
not a heavey fine should be imposed 

How can children play safely when there are dogs running around loose and dog mess surely is a 
hazard to everyone, footballers, cricketers, etc and council staff.  

Car dyke is right next to the rec, people only have to walk a little further and their dogs can run 
free without upsetting anyone. Fines should be introduced for any caught with their dog off the 
lead 

also an off lead area must be made,as the rec is for the use of the whole village.whether you like 
dogs or not. 

 


